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It is my great pleasure to see that the 20th World Rose Convention in Fukuyama 2025 is being held successfully.

Today, breeders strive to create roses of ever greater beauty and fragrance throughout the world. Climbing roses, Hybrid tea roses, Floribundas,
and Old Roses—each exhibits a unique and captivating charm.

When my grandfather, Shigeru Yoshida, was posted to France as a ambassador, there was a charming anecdote. At the entrance to his residence
stood a single Jolie Madame rose. Upon noticing its fragrance, my mother in her childhood remarked, “Cest la Jolie Madame.” In response, Mr
Anzai, my grandfather’s small and loyal butler, replied with a smile, “Et vous, Madame.”, meaning “Just like you, ma’am.” (“Jolie Madame” is
a French word that means “lovely lady.”)

Indeed, there are countless stories roses.

My grandfather, who served as Prime Minister of Japan after the war, was deeply devoted to roses. He was the first president of the Japan Rose

Society.

The rose he cherished most at the time was named ‘Peace’—a fragrant, large-flowered bloom of creamy hue. When he received a Peace rose, he
was delighted beyond measure and nurtured it with great care. Given his deep appreciation for peace, it was a gift that truly touched his heart.

He tended many roses gifted from around the world with the utmost care in his garden.

In July 2003, T had the honour of being invited to the World Rose Convention in Glasgow. There, I was presented with a rose named Princess
Nobuko, a splendid pink bloom. As a fellow rose lover, I have since been cultivating it with great care in my own rose garden.

At present, my elder brother serves as the president of the Japan Rose Society. I feel a deep sense of connection through the bonds that roses
create.

Here in Fukuyama City, Hiroshima Prefecture, this convention’s host, roses had been planted as a symbol of hope and peace during the city’s
post-war reconstruction. Since 2011, I understand that each child entering primary school is presented with a rose plant as a jesture of welcome.

I believe that this noble effort to pass on a love for flowers, greenery, and peace to the next generation is a model for community development
both in Japan and around the world.

I hope the insights and advancements shared during this convention reach far and wide, and may they serve to promote the culture of rose
planting and the spirit of peace throughout the world.

With this sincere wish, I conclude my remarks.
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Her Imperial Highness Princess Tomohito of Mikasa, Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture, Mr. Hidehiko Yuzaki, Mayor of Fukuyama, Mr. Naoki Edahiro, Members of the Executive
Committee of the World Federation of Rose Societies, Chief Director of the Japan Rose Society, Ms. Yukiko Shimura, the Organizing Committee Members and Advisors, Conference
Participants,

It is wonderful to welcome everyone attending today. I am looking forward to the coming days as we gather to enjoy our favourite flower, “The Rose” , and the friendship, joy, and peace it
brings to all—especially here, in the beautiful City of Roses, Fukuyama.

We were saddened to hear of the passing of Kelvin Trimper on January 7, 2024. Kelvin was an esteemed colleague, mentor, and friend. He served the WERS as Vice President, President,
Chairman of the Promotions Committee, and most recently, Chairman of the Convention Committee. In 2018, Kelvin was awarded the World Federation of Rose Societies Gold Medal in
recognition of his outstanding contributions to the Federation. Kelvin and Melanie attended many WEFRS conventions, with Kelvin often participating as a lecturer. His presence will be sadly
missed by rosarians around the world.

Kelvin and I visited Japan in October 2023 to assist the enthusiastic committee with preparations for this World Rose Convention. Kelvin was deeply dedicated to the rose and gave
his time freely. We miss his knowledge, enthusiasm, and encouragement.

T would also like to acknowledge the passing of Mr. Viru Viraraghan from India, a long-time supporter of the World Federation of Rose Societies. Viru’s dedication to the rose is widely
known throughout the global rose community. His breeding work has produced many outstanding new roses. Along with Girija, he lectured at rose events and most recently co- authored
their book. We will miss his presence, but we can share our fond memories of Viru with others gathered here.

On behalf of the World Federation of Rose Societies, I thank our hosts —the Japan Rose Society and the City of Fukuyama. I also wish to recognise the organising committee members
who have devoted many, many hours of their time to preparing an informative lecture program, the Rose Expo, exciting visits to places of interest and gardens, social functions, and pre- and
post-convention tours for participants attending the 20th World Rose Convention, Roses for the Future — A New Future Begins in Fukuyama.

‘The World Federation is especially grateful to our global sponsor, FELCO. Their support of the Federation has helped us maintain our new website and has provided vital assistance to our
hosts for recent conventions. Many member countries are actively promoting FELCO within their societies, and the Federation is truly thankful for their continued support. FELCO is a
worldwide leader in the production of high-precision professional secateurs, pruning, and garden tools. The World Federation has recently dedicated a rose to FELCO—a beautiful red rose
bred by Martin Vissers. I was honoured to attend the naming ceremony, together with Henrianne de Briey, Sushil Prakash, and Mireille Steil, in June 2024 at FELCO Headquarters.
We are also grateful for the continued support of our Friends of the Federation. Their contributions enable us to maintain the WFRS Scholarship Scheme, which allows a member country
to nominate a candidate to attend a WFRS Convention. This year, we are pleased to welcome Miss Bak from South Korea to Fukuyama.

During the convention, we will receive updates on upcoming conventions over the next three years, and I strongly encourage you to consider attending these future events.
At this convention, a number of officers and chairpersons will be stepping down, having faithfully served the Federation during their terms of office.

T would like to acknowledge;

— Immediate Past President Henrianne de Briey;

— Vice Presidents: Doug Grant (New Zealand), Diana Antonition (Bermuda), Inger Schierning (Denmark), Vijay Kant (India), and Shiwei Zhao (China);

— Officers: Executive Director Derek Lawrence, Editor of "World Rose News" Steve Jones (USA);

— Standing Committee Chairpersons: Conservation & Heritage — Behget Cirgan; International Rose Trials — Marga Verwer; Promotions — Henrianne de Briey; and Breeders' Club —
Jean-Luc Pasquier.

Please enjoy your time in Japan as you experience the culture and the roses of this wonderful country. I look forward to meeting delegates during the coming week. It now gives me great
pleasure to officially open the 20th World Rose Convention.Thank you.
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Good evening, everyone. I would like to express my sincere gratitude
to all of you who have come from afar to be here in our city.
‘Throughout this convention, I was once again reminded that the rose
—such a beautiful flower— has the strong power to cross borders,
connect people, and inspire a shared desire for peace.

It would be a great source of pride for the people of Fukuyama if this
convention has met your expectations. It has also strengthened our
confidence in continuing our “Community Development Based on Roses”.
I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the President of the
World Federation of Rose Societies, Ms. Diane vom Berg; the Honor-
ary President, Ms. Helga Brichet; the Chairperson of the Convention
Committee, Ms. Henrianne de Briey; and the Executive Director, Mr.
Derek Lawrence, for choosing our city as the host for this milestone
20th Convention.

My deepest thanks also go to the President of the Japan Rose Society,
Ms. Yukiko Shimura, for undertaking the tremendous responsibility
of this convention.

A short while ago, the citizens of Fukuyama were honored by the
World Federation of Rose Societies.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all who made this
possible —the Fukuyama Rose Society, the Fukuyama Rosarian Club,
the Rose Owners Association, and the more than 200 volunteers.
Without your cooperation, the smooth operation of this convention
would not have been possible.

I also wish to express my admiration to Dr. Yuki Mikanagi, Dr.
Nobuo Shirasuna, and Dr. Yoshihiro Ueda, who guided us with their
expertise; to the city assembly, headed by chairman Yoshinori Imaoka,
who approved a generous budget for this convention; and to the staff
of City Hall, whose dedication and hard work behind the scenes were
essential to the success of this convention.

I would like to express one more thing. The weather forecast predicted
heavy rain for the welcome reception and the opening ceremony.
However, it was amazingly inaccurate. So, I would like to thank the
rain clouds for avoiding Fukuyama City —at least until today.

In closing, I hope the knowledge and friendships you gained here in
Fukuyama will lead to new opportunities and continued growth. May
the next convention in Bhopal be a great success. And I look forward
to the day we may meet again —perhaps here in Fukuyama.

‘Thank you very much for being with us today, and during this convention.
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